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Life & Health Sciences

37%39%

2017 2019

Engineering & Exact 
Sciences 

25%27%

2017 2019

Social Sciences & 
Humanities

18%8%
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2017
67 students & researchers

2019
81 students & researchers

51%

22%

9% 10%
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40%



89%20
17

74%20
19



MAIN REASONS

• Employment and research opportunities 

• Studying conditions

• Career progression



LEAST IMPORTANT REASONS

• Personal reasons

• Change career



90% Secured position 
before moving

2017

3 in 4

No career progression 
for 58% since arriving in 
the UK

In 2019, 75% had 
progressed in their careers 

since arriving in the UK

ExpectationsMet or surpassed for 
93% (2017) & 80% 

(2019)



20
17

20
19

v43 members planning to leave (52%)
v 49% claim it is related to Brexit
v 19 members want to go to Portugal

Students 
Fixed term contracts

v35 members planning to leave (29%)
v 54% claim it is related to Brexit
v 28 members want to go to Portugal

Permanent contracts



MAIN REASONS

• Personal reasons

• Quality of life

• Getting a job offer



LEAST IMPORTANT REASONS

• Integration challenges in the UK

• Lack of professional achievement

• Desire to change career

• End of work contract



CONCLUSIONS

v Educational and professional reasons underlying move 

to the United Kingdom

v Return to Portugal dictated mostly by personal 

reasons 

If the conditions for research opportunities or

career progression change, particularly because of

Brexit, then how far will the United Kingdom

continue to be an attractive country?



PETITION & PARTNERINGWITHWELLCOME OPINION PIECE IN
NATURE

Source: https://www.openpetition.eu/petition/online/keep-the-eu-and-uk-collaborating-in-science-
dealforscience#petition-main

Source: https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02433-7


